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K
ANSAS CITY, 
Kan. — The 
marriage of 
Dale and Al-
ice Rockey has 
held up ex-

tremely well over the past 81 
years.

And Deacon Tony Zimmer-
man, lead consultant for the 
archdiocesan office of mar-
riage and family life, loves to 
hold up the Rockeys, who are 
members of St. Paul Parish in 
Olathe, as examples of how 
joyful a marriage can be.

Worldwide Marriage En-
counter runs a Longest Mar-
ried Couple Project, and the 
Rockeys held that claim to 
fame for Kansas in 2014 with 
what was then 80 years of 
marriage.

Now, more than 81 years af-
ter their wedding back in 1933, 
they were chosen as the na-
tionwide award recipient.

Alice isn’t shy about what 
their secret is: “I always let 
him have my way,” she con-
fides.

Deacon Zimmerman is 
thrilled that area media have 
featured the Rockeys’ story, 
and that “CBS Sunday Morn-
ing” is scheduled to air a seg-
ment featuring them on Feb. 
15. (Check local listings for ex-
act time.)

The whole family is strong 
in faith and love, and the 
couple’s five sons and their 
wives are also wonderful ex-
amples to him of marriage 
and family.

“They show that it can be 
done, and that it’s joyful,” said 
Deacon Zimmerman.

Deacon Zimmerman was 
also thrilled to celebrate 
many more couples’ mar-
riages on Feb. 8 at the sixth 
annual World Marriage Day 
Mass, an event coordinated 
between the Archdiocese of 
Kansas City in Kansas and the 
Diocese of Kansas City-St.   
Joseph.

Couples and their families 
gathered for the Mass at Curé 
of Ars in Leawood.

Archbishop Joseph F. Nau-

mann was the celebrant, and Bish-
op Robert W. Finn, the homilist.

Concelebrants were Msgr. 
Charles McGlinn, pastor of 
Curé of Ars, and Father Ron 
Will, who coordinates — 
along with Deacon Tony and 
Barbara Zimmerman — Mar-
riage Encounter in the Kansas 
City area.

The congregation was in-
vited to stay for a reception 
that included wedding cake 
and punch.

Again, to Deacon Zimmer-
man, it all boils down to the 
idea of joy.

“There is nothing better 

than to come together as a 
group to see all these other 
couples striving to be that sign 
of God’s love,” he said.
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LENTEN REGULATIONS
 All Catholics 14 years of age and older are obliged to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, March 5, and all the Fridays of Lent. Catholics 18 to 59 years of age are 
obliged to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday — a fast consisting of one normal meal and two lesser meals, with no eating in between. It is also recommend-
ed that Catholics find opportunities throughout the Lenten season to complement their fasts with prayer, reception of the sacraments of reconciliation and the 
Eucharist, and positive works of charity.

81 YEARS STRONG
Alice and Dale Rockey share a laugh 
at the Worldwide Marriage Encoun-
ter event recognizing them as the 
national winners of the 2015 Longest 
Married Couple Project. The parish-
ioners of St. Paul in Olathe have been 
married 81 years.

WE ARE FAMILY
Justin and Kaylene Brown, members 
of Prince of Peace Parish, Olathe, are 
joined by their children Gianna and 
Jackson at the sixth annual World 
Marriage Day Mass at Curé of Ars 
Church, Leawood. The Browns have 
been married for six years.

CELEBRATING MARRIAGE
Local events bring strong marriages to the forefront of the public eye



This is a se-
quel to my 
column of 

last week in which 
I urged people not to see 
“Fifty Shades of Grey,” 
the cinematic version of a 
trilogy of books by the same 
name. 

This pornographic 
film that glamorizes 
sexual bondage and 
sadomasochism is evidence 
of boredom in a culture 
that exalts the pursuit of 
pleasure as the highest 
good. 

We see a tragic pattern 
found in the collapse of 
earlier great civilizations 
that have enjoyed material 
prosperity. Physical 
pleasure will never satisfy 
the deepest 
longings of 
our hearts. 
If pleasure 
becomes our 
god and its 
pursuit life’s 
goal, we are 
doomed to 
persistent 
frustration, 
a living hell. 
Today’s 
pleasure 
is never 
perceived as 
adequate for 
tomorrow. We 
are compelled 
to seek 
constantly new forms of 
what we hope will be even 
more intense experiences of 
pleasure.

Pleasure is by no means 
evil in itself. Actually, 
pleasure is a good when 
its purpose and limits are 
properly understood. God 
attached certain pleasures 
to essential needs in order 
to motivate us to do that 
which is necessary for our 
well-being. We experience 
pleasure in eating and 
drinking — actions that are 
essential for our survival. 
However, when the pleasure 
of eating and drinking 
becomes an end in itself, 
it actually threatens our 
physical health. 

If the purpose of eating 
is no longer to nourish and 
replenish our bodies, but 
becomes a constant effort 
to satisfy the pleasure for 
what tastes good, then we 
will find ourselves suffering 
from obesity and its many 
related health problems. (I 
write this as I grab another 
handful of M&M’s, pure 
comfort food with no 
nutritional value. Obviously, 
I struggle with my own 
disordered attachments.) 
If we drink alcoholic 
beverages not to satisfy our 
thirst, but to experience 
the sensory pleasure of 
inebriation, we will soon 
find ourselves enslaved by 

an addiction to alcohol. 
Similarly, the pleasure 

attached to the sexual 
intimacy between husband 
and wife is given to them 
for their own good. It 
motivates them to renew 
and to deepen the bonds of 
their love by giving physical 
expression to the self-giving 
they are striving for in 
every other aspect of their 
lives. Secondly and equally 

important, it 
makes possible 
for their love 
to be fruitful 
in the most 
amazing way 
— to become 
co-creators 
with God of 
a new human 
life. 

When 
sexual 
intimacy 
even within 
the marriage 
covenant 
becomes 
an end in 

itself and is no longer 
an authentic physical 
expression of what a couple 
is seeking to do in every 
other dimension of their 
lives, then it is quite natural 
for one or both parties to 
experience dissatisfaction 
— feeling quite correctly 
they have become the object 
of lust, not the recipient of 
love. In the same way, when 
the ability to generate new 
human life is severed from 
the marital embrace, the 
meaning and seriousness of 
what is being expressed is 
diminished and, often in our 
culture, trivialized. 

For more than 50 years, 
our culture has accepted 
a great lie that sexual 
intimacy is essential for 
human happiness. This 
untruth is asserted and 
affirmed in much of our 
music, literature and art. It 
has also become a cultural 
assumption that underlies 
much of our social policy.

The evidence, 
demonstrating the falsity 
of the claims that sexual 
intercourse is an essential 
ingredient for human 
fulfillment and guarantor of 
happiness, is overwhelming. 
The social costs of this 
prevailing lie to our culture 
have been enormous and are 
readily apparent to anyone 
with eyes that are willing 
to see — e.g., the high rate 
of out-of-wedlock births, 

the number of children 
being raised without both 
parents (usually the father) 
present in the home, the 
high divorce rate and its 
devastating effects on 
children, more than one 
million abortions annually, 
the epidemic of sexually 
transmitted diseases, 
the hookup culture, the 
prevalence of date rape 
on college campuses, 
pornographic addiction with 
its disastrous impact on 
marriages and relationships 
in general, the sexual 
abuse of children, human 
trafficking, etc. 

This “big cultural lie” 
also plays a significant part 
in the most divisive social 
issue of the present moment 
— the debate over so-called 
same-sex marriage. The 
argument over whether our 
laws should recognize same-
sex marriage is not about 
whether those experiencing 
same-sex attractions should 
have warm, loving and close 
friendships. It is not about 
whether they should be 
accepted and loved as part 
of our community. It is not 
about whether our laws 
should protect them from 
unjust discrimination. It is 
not about health or other 
economic benefits that 
society chooses to extend 
to certain individuals. It is 
not about orientation, but all 
about behavior. In reality, it 
is all about sex. 

Marriage has never been 
understood by the church or 
society as a means of giving 
public recognition or special 
standing to two people 
having a close friendship. 
For the church, a marriage is 
not valid if it has never been 
consummated physically. 

Sexual intimacy is an 
essential element of the 
marriage covenant. Public 
policies regarding marriage 
have, in part, been an effort 
to promote the well-being 
of children that may result 
from the sexual union of a 
man and a woman. They 
have also been aimed at 
providing some help to 
parents, who perform a 
service for the nation and 
state by forming the next 
generation of citizens.

Tragically, the courts 
have inserted themselves 
into this public policy 
debate, much as they did 
with abortion. Still, very 
few states have recognized 
same-sex marriage by 
popular vote or legislation. 
The vast majority have 
been forced by the courts to 
recognize same-sex unions 
as marriages.

Influenced by the 
constant messages in the 
entertainment and news 
media industries and the 
decisions of the courts, 
public opinion polls had 
shown for a time growing 

support for state recognition 
of same-sex marriage. 
Recently, this appears to 
have leveled off, with our 
nation very divided about 
the issue, 

Much of the sentiment 
favoring same-sex marriage 
is misplaced compassion 
based on the prevailing 
cultural lie (sexual intimacy 
is essential for happiness). 
Unfortunately, many people 
believe to deny individuals 
experiencing same-sex 
attractions the opportunity 
for marriage is to deny 
them love and happiness. 
There is absolutely no 
debate that every human 
being does indeed need 
affection, friendship and 
love. However, this is 
quite different from the 
assumption that, to be 
happy and fulfilled one 
must participate in intimate 
sexual acts.  

In the Catholic 
community, celibate priests 
and consecrated religious 
women and men have 

been living witnesses of 
the ability to love and to 
be happy for a lifetime 
without experiencing sexual 
intimacy with another. 
Moreover, those with a 
heterosexual orientation, 
who are not married, are 
called to live celibately. Love 
and happiness are not about 
sex. They are about God 
being the Lord of our hearts, 
having friendship with Jesus 
and living lives of service 
for others. They are about 
warm and close friendships, 
where we do not use each 
other for selfish pleasure, 
but we encourage each 
other to live heroic lives of 
love — seeking the good of 
others. 

In a society that has 
become bored and boring 
in its frustrated pursuit 
of pleasure, Catholics 
are called to be counter-
cultural. We are called to be 
witnesses of joy and love in 
a society that desperately 
craves both.
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LIFE WILL BE VICTORIOUS

ARCHBISHOP 
JOSEPH F. NAUMANN

CALENDAR

ARCHBISHOP
NAUMANN
Feb. 13 
Clergy Catholic Leadership 
Institute information session — 
Savior Pastoral Center

Memorial Mass, Communion 
& Liberation — Bishop Miege 
High School, Roeland Park

Feb. 14 
White Mass for Catholic Med-
ical Association — St. Michael 
the Archangel, Leawood

Celebrant at wedding of Stacy 
Niedbalski and Brendan Cope 
— St. Benedict, Atchison

Feb. 16 
“Shepherd’s Voice” recording 
— chancery

Luncheon for Catholic school 
counselors 

Pastoral Council meeting, 
vespers and dinner — Savior 
Pastoral Center

Feb. 17 
Retired priests meeting — Sav-
ior Pastoral Center

Confirmation — Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta, Topeka

Feb. 18 
Ash Wednesday Mass — Ca-
thedral, Kansas City, Kansas

Donnelly board of trustees 
meeting

Feb. 19 
Priests Personnel meeting — 
chancery

U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops Committee on Com-
munications video conferenc-
ing

Administrative Team meeting 

Feb. 21 
Men Under Construction — 
Ascension, Overland Park

Feb. 22 
Rite of Election — Cathedral, 
Kansas City, Kansas

Rite of Election — St. Michael 
the Archangel, Leawood

Feb. 23 
Finance Council meeting — 
chancery

Confirmation — St. Ann, Prairie 
Village

ARCHBISHOP
KELEHER
Feb. 15  
Mass — St. Sebastian, Florida 

Feb. 22 
Rite of Election — Cathedral, 
Kansas City, Kansas

Society desperately needs our witness of joy and love

Update on my 
mother

Thank you to so many 
who have inquired about 
my mother’s health. She 
has responded very well to 
physical and occupational 
therapy. She was able to 
return to her independent 
living apartment at the end 
of January. She just cele-
brated her 92nd birthday 
on Feb. 7. Thanks to every-
one for your prayers for 
Mom!    

Archbishop’s offer to celebrate baptisms 
for children of larger families

To show his personal support for those couples open to raising larger 
families, Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann has offered to celebrate the 
baptism of the third or greater child of any family (by birth, adoption, 
or blending through valid marriage) interested. For 2015, celebrations 
are scheduled for March 15, and May 17. Please contact your parish of-
fice for more information. Additional information is also available from 
the archdiocesan office for liturgy and sacramental life at (913) 647-
0330 or online at: liturgy@archkck.org.

By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

NEMAHA COUNTY — Pay-
ing it forward. Being a family. 
Supporting each other. Giv-
ing and receiving.

These are all lessons the Ruegge, Mc-
Carthy and Hammes families say they’ve 
learned firsthand as the beneficiaries of 
an annual fundraiser held in February in 
Seneca (pop. 1,991), which routinely gen-

erates more than 
$80,000 and has 
generated more 
than $1 million 
since its found-
ing. 

This year’s 
fundraiser will 
be held Feb. 21-22 
at Nemaha Cen-
tral High School 
in Seneca. The 

two-day event will feature — among oth-
er events — a basketball tournament, a 
volleyball tournament, an auction, a con-
cert by Catholic recording artist Wade 
Talley, and a free-throw-shooting exhi-
bition by Bob Fisher, holder of several 
world records. All proceeds will bene-
fit three children from the area or with 
family ties to the area, including Max 
Hammes, Graham Fleury Blakeley and 
Karsyn Aylward.

At just five months old, Max Hammes, 
son of David and Tarese Hammes, mem-
bers of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Sen-
eca, has spent all but six days of his life in 
the hospital. Born with Down syndrome 
and atrial ventricular septal defect, Max 
is currently at Children’s Mercy Hospital 
in Kansas City, Missouri, and is facing his 
second major heart surgery on Feb. 17. 

At 22 months old, Blakeley, born at 27 
weeks gestation, has an abdominal wall 
birth defect called omphalocele, mean-
ing his muscles did not close properly in 
utero, leading to his internal organs de-
veloping outside his body. On a ventila-
tor his entire life, he’s already undergone 
surgeries in both eyes as well as a trache-
ostomy. Eventually, he will need addi-
tional surgeries to push the organs back 
in place, giving him a normal, flat belly. 

Just before Christmas, 14-year-old 
Karsyn Aylward (whose grandparents 
live in Seneca) of Shawnee was diag-

nosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoblastic 
T-cell lymphoma. Chemotherapy was 
started immediately and will continue 
for two years. 

Having grown up in the area, Tarese 
Hammes said she had attended or helped 
with the fundraiser in the past, never 
dreaming she would one day be in need 
herself. But she recognized the impor-
tance of saying yes to being a beneficiary.

“Human beings have a need to give,” 
she said. “But in order for someone to 
give, someone has to be willing to re-
ceive.”

Now in its 32nd year, the benefit had 
humble beginnings.

In 1983, Dan Broxterman and his wife 
Lori learned of a neighbor facing finan-
cial difficulty due to a medical issue. The 
pair decided they wanted to help.

“When I was growing up, my dad al-
ways told me stories of how when peo-
ple’s houses were destroyed by fire, the 
whole town would show up and help re-
build,” Broxterman said, adding, “We’ve 
gotten away from that.”

An avid basketball fan, Broxterman 
and his wife organized a tournament 
consisting of a handful of teams. The 
couple charged 25 cents for admission 
and raised more than $500. 

“People told me it wouldn’t work,” he 
said. “I told them, ‘Yes, it will.’”

For the next seven years, the Brox-
termans organized similar tournaments. 
By 1990, the benefit included at least a 
dozen basketball teams and generated at 
least $6,000 in proceeds. That’s when the 
Baileyville Benefit, as it is known, truly 
took shape.

Realizing they needed help, the Brox-
termans created a board of directors to 
oversee the benefit and ensure financial 
transparency. The 10-member board con-
sists of five couples, all from the area, who 
discern the community’s needs, oversee 
the event and give hundreds of hours in 
time soliciting donations and organizing 
volunteers. None of the volunteers has 
any formal training or experience in de-
velopment or fundraising. 

But one of this year’s committee 
chairs, Diane Schmitz, said there’s re-
ally no secret as to the key reason for 
the event’s success: the personal touch. 
Instead of making cold calls or sending 
form letters, at least 95 percent of the 
donations are sought through personal 
visits.

“That personal touch . . . it means 
more,” Schmitz said, adding that busi-
ness owners want to hear the personal 
stories of the recipients. 

“I get calls from businesses if I forget 
to come and talk about their donation 
with them,” Broxterman said.

Although the event is a fundraiser, ev-
eryone involved is quick to say it’s ulti-
mately about something greater. 

 “It’s not about the money,” Broxter-
man said. “It’s about being a family and 
helping one another.” 

And helped families it has. Take for 
example the family of Tyler Hammes.

In 1995, Tyler’s parents Brad and Glen-
da, members of Sacred Heart Parish in 
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‘IT’S ABOUT BEING FAMILY’
Community routinely raises big money to help its own

LEAVEN PHOTO BY MARC ANDERSON

Madelyn McCarthy, with her father Joe, has never spoken or taken a step. She has a neurological 
disorder known as polymicrogria and also suffers from cerebral palsy and seizures. Madelyn and 
her family were one of the recipients of the proceeds from the 2014 Baileyville Benefit.

Max Hammes has spent all but six days of his 
life in the hospital. Born with Down syndrome 
and atrial ventricular septal defect, Max is fac-
ing his second major heart surgery on Feb. 17. 

Graham Fleury Blakeley has a birth defect that 
led to his internal organs developing outside his 
body. He will need surgery to push the organs 
back in place.

Karsyn Aylward was recently diagnosed with 
non-Hodgkin lymphoblastic T-cell lymphoma. 
Chemotherapy was started immediately and 
will continue for two years. 

>> See “IT’S ONE” on page 4

To find out more 
information, There 
is a Facebook page 
called Baileyville 
Benefit Tournament, 
or contact Kenny 
Schmitz, chair of the 
event at (785) 336-
1771 .
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Evangelization — announcing 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ — 
lies at the heart of the church’s 
mission. Believers everywhere 

are called to share the good news with 
those they meet. This can be difficult, 
especially on a college campus.

“The challenge we face is to bring 
God into a highly secular campus,” said 
Father Steve Beseau, director of the St. 

L a w r e n c e 
C a t h o l i c 
C a m p u s 
Center at 
the Univer-
sity of Kan-
sas. “One of 
the most se-
rious forms 
of poverty 
is an ab-

sence of God — those who have this 
void in their lives miss the fullest un-
derstanding of love.”

Funded by the Archbishop’s Call to 
Share, the St. Lawrence Catholic Cam-
pus Center responds to this challenge 
in a very simple way.

“We work to create ‘entry points’ 
to get students interested and ‘passion 
points’ to keep them engaged,” said Fa-
ther Beseau. “It’s amazing to see stu-
dents drawn more closely to Jesus be-
cause of the faith and friendships they 
develop at the Catholic campus center.”

Students start to thrive in Bible 
study groups and retreats. Choir, in-
tramural sports and ongoing evange-
lization activities are true signs of a 
spiritual awakening for many students. 
Recognized as a model of campus min-
istry in the United States, the St. Law-
rence Catholic Campus Center seeks to 

accomplish three primary goals: foster 
prayer and participation in the liturgi-
cal life of the church; serve others by 
working for positive change; and foster 
lasting, life-giving friendships.

Father Beseau recognizes the impor-
tance of ongoing education in the faith, 
especially during a person’s college years. 

“If Catholic education stops in 
eighth grade or even in high school, a 
person’s understanding of the faith can 
wither just as he or she is making the 
most important life decisions,” said Fa-
ther Beseau. 

The Archbishop’s Call to Share 
helps support the St. Lawrence Catho-

lic Campus Center and the many other 
ministries that serve our youth. A gift 
to the appeal — a simple act of love 
— will not be lost. It will offer young 
people an alternative to the pressing 
secular culture and help build up com-
munities of faith on our college cam-
puses.

Campus centers support students at critical time

LEAVEN FILE PHOTO

The St. Lawrence Catholic Campus Center at the University of Kansas in Lawrence works to keep young people involved in the faith as they leave their 
home for the first time.

Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kansas
• Catholic Bequests

• Gift Annuities

• Endowments

Remember a gift to the church in your will
(913) 647-0325  CFNEK@archkck.org  www.cfnek.org

• Donor Advised Funds

• Named Scholarship Funds

• Memorial Funds

DeLeon Furniture
Furniture, upholstering and restoration

1142 Minnesota Ave.
Kansas City, Kan.   66102

(913) 342-9446

TOUCH OF HEAVEN
Catholic Store

119 SE 18th   Topeka, KS
(785) 232-2543

Hrs. T-F - 10 a.m. 5:30; Sat. 9 a.m. to noon
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Baileyville, were asked if they would con-
sider being beneficiaries.  

During a balloon angioplasty when 
Tyler was four months old, one of his 
arteries burst. He suffered a traumatic 
brain injury. With a life expectancy of 
four years (he is now 22), he would be 
confined to a wheelchair and be depen-
dent on a feeding tube. The cost of med-
ical appointments, therapy and wheel-
chairs put a strain on the family budget, 
especially because Glenda had to give up 
her job since no babysitter was willing to 
watch him. Yet, the community rallied 
around them. 

“It’s one thing to know people are 
praying for you and cheering you on,” 
Glenda said. “But when you see all of 
those people are at the benefit and you 
know they are there for you and your 
family, it’s overwhelming.” 

“The key here is the participation,” 
said Brad. “In some other city, you might 
have a benefit or a fundraiser and get five 
percent participation. Up here, you get 
99 percent participation probably. It’s un-

believable.”
The participation floored Bryan and 

Betty Ruegge, too, especially when the 
community banded together in 2009 to 
help after their son Elijah was diagnosed 
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. 

“We had never even been to the ben-
efit before,” said Betty. Members of St. 
Mary Church in St. Benedict, the couple 
had moved to the area and had no family 
ties to anyone. 

“We were just blown away. Here we 
are, we’re not related to anyone, and ev-
erybody just took us in,” she said. “It’s 
amazing how generous everyone is.”

The couple used the money to pay 
medical bills, but also to pay unforeseen 
expenses such as gas, food and lodging as 
they traveled back and forth to Omaha, 
Nebraska. With their bills covered, the 
couple said they were free to focus on 
Elijah and his needs. 

Now, with Elijah in remission for 
nearly three years, Betty said the event 
is something their family hasn’t missed 
since that first year when they benefit-
ed from it. They always contribute, too, 
whether it’s working at one of the events 
or donating a pie. 

Another family that regularly helps is 
that of Madelyn McCarthy.

At 2½ years old, Madelyn has never 
spoken one word or taken one step. She 
has a neurological disorder known as 
polymicrogria and also suffers from ce-
rebral palsy and seizures. 

Given her special needs, the McCar-
thys, parishioners at St. Bernard Parish 
in Wamego, survive on just one income, 

that of Madelyn’s father Joe. Madelyn’s 
mother Megan quit her job in order to 
care for her. Given the medical bills and 
the emotional strain on the family (which 
includes two other children), the benefit 
came at the right time last year. 

“We didn’t feel deserving,” said Me-
gan, who grew up in the area. “We knew 
we needed the money and could use it, 
but we didn’t realize how much we need-
ed the emotional support.” 

Megan also said she was amazed at 
the generosity of so many people, many 
of whom she didn’t know at all. 

“Nobody wants anything back,” Brox-
terman said. “It’s easy to give. It’s our way 
of saying thank you to God for all the 
blessings he’s given us.”

Like the other families, Megan said 
that she would like to be able to thank 
each and every person who gave of their 
time, talent or treasure to help her family.  
“It’s very humbling. Even if I could pay 
each and every single person back, they 
don’t want it.” 

No, Broxterman said, they are just 
encouraged to pay it forward somehow, 
some way.

It’s one thing to know — another to see — a community’s support
>> Continued from page 3

Announcement
Father John A. Riley, chancellor, 

announces the following appoint-
ment made 
by Archbish-
op Joseph F. 
Naumann: 

Father Mi-
chael Scully, 
OFM Cap., 
is appointed 
chaplain for 
Catholic cam-
pus ministry 
at Haskell In-
dian Nations 
U n i v e r s i t y, 
Lawrence.  

F a t h e r 
Duane Rein-
ert, OFM Cap., 
Ph.D., imme-
diate past 
chaplain, will 
continue as 
director of 
c o u n s e l i n g 
services at 
C o n c e p t i o n 
Seminary Col-
lege, Concep-
tion, Missouri. 

Father Michael Scully

Father Duane Reinert

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— Instead of giving 
up something for 
Lent, why not spend 

a few extra minutes with your 
phone or tablet each day?

No, not on Facebook, Triv-
ia Crack, or Angry Birds.

Instead, how about grow-
ing your faith this Lent with 
the help of the audio and 
video prayers and reflections 
made available through the 
Catholic Media ArchKCK 
app.

Since the app launched 
in late 2014 to coincide with 
Advent, thousands of people 
have followed along to check 
out the content — including 
special seasonal pieces — 
featured in the archdiocesan 
Digital Media Center.

Lent, which starts Feb. 18, 
will bring even more new, 
season-specific audio and 
video content to the app, with 

audio daily prayer, video re-
flections, reminders and noti-
fications and more.

Lenten video content will 
feature offerings from a va-
riety of renowned national 
and local artists including: 
Steve Angrisano, John An-
gotti, Jesse Manibusan, Caro-
line Metzinger, Noel Garcia, 
Valimar Jansen, Adam Bitter, 
Mikey Needleman and Lor-
raine Hess.

“We have great content 
all year long,” said Tim Chik, 
director of Savior Pastoral 
Center and the Digital Media 
Center. “But during these spe-
cial seasons of preparation, 
Advent and Lent — and, of 
course, Christmas and Easter 
— this is special content; we 
go above and beyond.”

The app, which highlights 
the content available in the 
Digital Media Center and 
provides a portal to the thou-
sands of videos and other 
materials currently available 
through it, was launched last 

November.
An “enormous” amount of 

activity occurred during Ad-
vent, with more than 2,500 
downloads of the app and an 
average of 19 views per down-
load, said Chik.

To date, there have been 
more than 3,000 downloads 
of the app, which is available 
for any format of mobile de-
vice, and there have been 
more than 55,000 views of 
prayer materials between app 
use and the website.

Chik encouraged everyone 
who has the app — or has yet 
to download the app — to 
check it out anytime.

But since Lent offers a 
great opportunity for Cath-
olics to refresh and renew 
their spirituality, said Chik, he 
hopes people will incorporate 
the app’s offerings into their 
journey.

“It’s just a really good re-
source to help people stay 
close to the Lord,” he said.

Lent? There’s a app for that

GET THE APP
The Catholic Media 
ArchKCK app is 
available for all 
mobile devices and 
can be found in the 
Apple App Store 
and Google Play 
by searching for: 
“Catholic Media 
ArchKCK.” It is free 
to download, and 
the majority of 
videos are free to 
watch. 

“We constantly hear how grateful 
children are that their parents 

had things taken care of. Have you
done this for your children?”

FUNERAL HOME  •  CREMATORY  •  MEMORIAL CHAPELS  

10901 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, Kansas 66203
Telephone 913-631-5566

Fax 913-631-2236

www.amosfamily.comGregg Amos

“We were just 
blown away. 

Here we are, we’re not 
related to anyone, and 
everybody just took us 
in. It’s amazing how 
generous everyone is.”

Betty Ruegge

“
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Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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Rick and Hilda (Erickson) Enewold, 
members of 
Most Pure 
Heart of 
Mary Par-
ish, Topeka, 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversa-
ry on Feb. 

6. The couple was married at Most Pure 
Heart of Mary. Their daughters are: Anne 
Starbuck, Topeka; Monica McBride, Oma-
ha, Nebraska; and Amy Marhoefer, Dallas. 
They also have five grandchildren.

Nancy (Fund) and Larry Rilinger, 
members of St. 
James Parish, 
Wetmore, will 
celebrate their 
50th wedding 
anniversary on 
Feb. 20. The cou-
ple was married 
on Feb. 20, 1965, 
at St. Patrick 
Church in Corn-
ing, with Father 

Patrick Hogan officiating. They will cele-
brate with their children: Joyce Porter, In-
dependence; Jamie Logan, Lee’s Summit, 
Missouri; Jonie James, McPherson; Judy 
Cannon, Overland Park; Jenice Williams, 
Great Bend; and Jill Vickers, Lee’s Summit. 
They also have 16 grandchildren.

JoAnn (Bell) and Marvin Lickteig, 
members of 
St. Paul Parish, 
Olathe, celebrat-
ed their 60th 
wedding anniver-
sary on Feb. 9. 
The couple was 
married on Feb. 
9, 1955, in Rich-
mond. Their chil-
dren are: Dennis, 
Becky, Joleene, 
Dale, Rhonda and 

Dean. They also have 15 grandchildren and 
21 great-grandchildren. The couple plans 
to celebrate privately with family.

Gerald and Karleen (Heinen) Boden, 
members of St. 
Patrick Parish, 
Corning, will cel-
ebrate their 50th 
wedding anni-
versary on Feb. 
21 with an open 
house from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m., followed 
by a dance at the 
Corning Communi-
ty Center. The cou-
ple was married on 

Feb. 20, 1965, at Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 
Seneca. Their children are: Sheri Mueting, 
Corning; Keith Boden, Corning; Brenda Swan-
go, Rogers, Arkansas; Mark Boden, Derby; 
and Chris Boden, Spring Hill. They also have 
14 grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Stair lifts & More We’ll lift you up!
Scooter/bath/wheelchair/pool  

Free consults. Leaven discounts!
Member Good Shepherd, Shawnee 

Call Ed Toll Free 1-855-543-8632

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

Want to help someone heal 

from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

WEEKLY 
SPECIALS

The following will have Lent-
en dinners on all the Fridays of 
Lent, except Good Friday.

Most Pure Heart of Mary 
Parish, Topeka, will host fish 
dinners from 5:30 – 7 p.m. in 
the parish center, located at 
1750 S.W. Stone Ave. Cost is: 
$8 for ages 11 and older; $5 for 
children 4-10; children three 
and younger eat free; $30 
household maximum.

St. Gregory Parish, Marys-
ville, will host fish fries from 
5 to 7 p.m.  in the church hall. 
Carryout and in-town delivery 
are available. Proceeds go to 
St. Gregory School.

The John Roe Council 3020 
Knights of Columbus will host 
fish dinners from 5 to 7 p.m. 
in the St. Agnes cafeteria, 51st 
and Mission Rd., Roeland Park.

There will be a fish and 
shrimp dinner from 4 to 7 p.m. 
in Sacred Heart Church hall, 
312 N.E. Freeman Ave., Tope-
ka. Cost is $8.50 for adults; $4 
for children 12 and under. Take-
out is available by calling (785) 
234-6727 after 5:30 p.m. 

St. Joseph Parish, Norton-
ville, will host fish and shrimp 
dinners from 5-7 p.m. Cost is: 
$10 for ages 11 and older; $5 
for ages 4-10; and free for ages 
3 and under. 

The Knights of Columbus  
will host fish dinners from 5 to 
7:30 p.m. at Good Shepherd 
Church, 12800 W. 75th, Shaw-
nee. Cost is: $8.50 for ages 12 
and older; $7.50 for seniors; $4 
for ages 5-11. Family maximum 
is $25.

St. Patrick Parish, 94th 
and State Ave., Kansas City, 
Kansas, will host fish and 
shrimp dinners from 5 to 7 
p.m. Cost is: $9 per person; 
$10 for boiled shrimp; $25 for 
families. For more information, 
call (913) 515-0621.

St. Paul Parish, 900 S. Hon-
eysuckle Dr., Olathe, will host 
fish and shrimp dinners from 5 
to 7 p.m. Cost is: $9 for adults; 
$5 for children ages 6-12; chil-
dren 5 and under eat free.

Immaculate Conception 
Knights of Columbus, Louis-
burg, will have fish dinners 
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the parish 
hall. Cost is: $8 for ages 11 and 
older; $4 for ages 6 to 10; free 
for children under 6; and $30 
for families.

Church of the Ascension, 
Overland Park, will host fish 
fries from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Cost 
is: $9.50 for adults; $5 for chil-
dren ages 5-11; and free for 
ages 4 and under. Carryouts 
are available. 

The Knights of Columbus 
of Divine Mercy Parish, Gard-
ner, will host all-you-can-eat 
seafood dinners from 5 to 7 
p.m. Cod or cheese pizza is 
$10; shrimp is $18; meals for 
age 12 and under is $7. For 
more information, go online to: 
www.kofc10407.org

The Leavenworth Knights 
of Columbus Council 900 will 
host fish dinners from 4:30 to 
7 p.m. at 205 S. 4th, Leaven-
worth. 

Mater Dei Parish will host 
fish fries from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
the basement of Assumption 
Church, Topeka. Cost is: $8 
for adults; $4 for children 
ages 6-12; children under 
5 eat free. Carryouts 
are available.

St. Michael 
the Archan-
gel, Leawood, 
Knights of Co-
lumbus will host 
fish fries begin-
ning at 5 p.m. 
Menu includes 
salmon, shrimp, 
fish, and cheese 
pizza. Beer and 
wine are avail-
able for an addi-
tional donation.

Sacred Heart Par-
ish, Shawnee, will host 
fish fries from 5 to 7 p.m. 
in the multipurpose center, 
located at 21801 Johnson Dr. 
Cost is: $11 for adults: $10 for 
seniors; $6 for children 4-12; 
and free for children under 3. 
Pizza is $1 per slice.

St. Joseph Parish, Shaw-
nee, will have boiled shrimp 
or baked fish dinners from 5 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Knights Hall, 
11221 Johnson Dr., Shawnee. 
Shrimp cost is $13 for adults 
(seniors get $1 discount); $7 
for children. Fish dinners are 
$8. For more information, call 
(913) 927-5558.

The Men’s Club of Queen of 
the Holy Rosary Parish, 227th 
and Metcalf, Bucyrus, will be 
serving fish and shrimp din-
ners from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

St. Gregory Church, Marys-
ville,  will host fish fries from 5 
to 7 p.m. in the church hall. 

Paola Knights of Columbus 
Council 1149 will host all-you-
can-eat fish fries from 5 to 7 
p.m. at Holy Trinity School, 
601 E. Chippewa, Paola. Cost 
is: $10 for adults; $5 for chil-
dren ages 5-12; free for chil-
dren under 5. Maximum price 
for immediate family is $30.

Queen of the Holy Rosary 
Parish, 7023 W. 71st, Overland 
Park, will host Lenten dinners 
from 5 to 7 p.m. in the parish 
hall. Menus and prices can be 
found online at: queenofthe 
holyrosary.org.

Church of the Nativity, 
will host fish fries in the par-
ish hall, 3800 W. 119th St., 
Leawood, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
Cost is: $10 for adults ($5 ex-
tra for shrimp); $5  for children 
ages 5-12; and free for children 
4 and under. 

Holy Spirit Parish will 
host all-you-can-eat seafood 
dinners every Friday (except 
March 20) from 4:30 - 7 p.m. 

in St. Elizabeth Hall, 11300 
W. 103rd St., Overland Park. 
Cost is: $15 for shrimp and 
fish; $10 for fish; $5 for chil-
dren ages 4 to 10; and $1 for 
children under 4.

The Knights of Columbus 
Council 7909 will have Lenten 
fish fries every Friday (except 
Feb. 27) from 4:30 to 7 p.m.  
at Prince of Peace Church, 
Olathe, in the SMT Parish Hall.

Sacred Heart Parish, 1100 
West St., Tonganoxie, will host 
fish fries from 4 to 7 p.m. Cost 
is: $8.50 for adults; $8 for se-
niors (over 60); $3 for children 
ages 5-12. Boiled shrimp din-
ners will be on March 6 and 27. 
Cost is: $15 for adults; $14.50 
for seniors; $7 for children.

DAILY DEALS
The following will have 

Lenten dinners only on certain 
Fridays of Lent.

The Knights of Columbus 
will host a fish fry from 5 to 
7:30 p.m. on Feb. 20 in the 
Curé of Ars cafeteria, 9401 
Mission Rd., Leawood. Cost is 
$15 for adults; $5 for children 
under 5.

 
The Didde Catholic Cam-

pus Center, 1415 Merchant 
Street, Emporia, will have a 
fish fry from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Feb. 20. 

St. Matthew Parish, To-
peka, Knights of Columbus 
Council 13012 will host a fish 
fry from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Feb. 20 
in the parish hall. Cost is $8 for 
adults; $4 for children. There 
will also be a potato bar from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. on March 27.

St. Dominic, Holton, will 
host Lenten dinners from 

5 to 7 p.m. on Feb. 20, 
March 6 and 20 in 

the parish hall, 408 
Ohio Ave., Holton.

There will 
be fish dinners 
from 5 to 7 
p.m. on Feb. 
20, March 6 
and 27 at An-
nunc iat ion 
Church hall, 
Baldwin. 

Knights of 
Columbus of 

Holy Angels 
Parish, Garnett, 

will host fish fries 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 

on Feb. 20, March 6 
and 20 at the Knights Hall. 

Cost is: $9 for adults; $4 for 
children 5-12; free for ages 4 
and under. 

The Knights of Columbus 
will host a fish fry on Feb. 27 at 
St. Teresa Church, Westpha-
lia, following Stations of the 
Cross at 6 p.m.

Sacred Heart Parish, Sa-
betha, will host fish fries be-
ginning at 5 p.m. on Feb. 27, 
March 13 and 27.  

St. Francis Xavier Parish, 
Mayetta, will host Lenten din-
ners from 5 to 7 p.m. on Feb. 
27, March 13 and 27 in the par-
ish hall, Third and James St., 
Mayetta.

The Holy Trinity, Lenexa, 
Knights of Columbus will host 
an all-you-can-eat shrimp din-
ner from 5:30 until 8:30 p.m. 
Feb. 27 in the parish center. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
Mass Feb. 15-16, and 21-22; 
or online at: www.htknights.
org. For more information, call  
(913) 768-7766.

The Greeley Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 1901 will have 
all-you-can-eat Lenten fish 
fries from 6 to 8 p.m. on Feb. 
27, March 13 and 27 in St. John 
Parish hall, off 169 Hwy. and 
Prairie St., Greeley. Cost is $9 
for adults, $4 for children. 

St. Ann Knights of Colum-
bus Council 8505 in Hiawatha 
will have fish fries from 5 to 7 
p.m. on Feb. 27, March 13 and 
27 in the St. Ann Parish hall.

Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 11735 will host Lenten din-
ners from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Feb. 
20 (Mexican), Feb 27 (fish and 
shrimp), March 6 (fish and 
shrimp), and March 13 (Mex-
ican and fish) at Holy Name 
Church, 1007 Iowa St., Kansas 
City, Kansas.

The Knights of Columbus 
will host a fish fry on March 6 
at St. Patrick Church, Emer-
ald, following Stations of the 
Cross at 6 p.m.

The Knights of Columbus 
will host a fish fry on March 
6 at St. Joseph Church, Wa-
verly, following Stations of the 
Cross at 6 p.m.

Holy Cross School, 8101 
W. 95th St., Overland Park, 
will host a Lenten fish fry from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on March 6 
in Pflumm Hall. Cost is: $8 for 
adults; $4 for children ages 
4-12; $30 maximum per fami-
ly. Carryouts are available.

Sacred Heart Knights of 
Columbus Council 11917 will 
host an all-you-can-eat fish fry 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on March 6 at 
2646 S. 34th St., Kansas City, 
Kansas. Cost is: $9 for adults; 
$8 for seniors; $6 for children 
under 12.

St Stanislaus Parish, 701 
Main, Rossville, will host a 
fish fry from 4 to 7:30 p.m. on  
March 6.

The Knights of Columbus 
will host a fish fry beginning 
at 5 p.m. at St. Francis Xavier 
Church, Burlington, on March 
13. 

Holy Cross Church, Over-
land Park, will have a fish fry 
from 5 to 9 p.m. on March 13 
in the church basement. Big 12 
basketball  will be playing on 
the big screen.

The St. Rose Duchesne 
Council 7446 Knights of Co-
lumbus will hold a fish fry 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on March 27 
at Sacred Heart Parish hall, 
Mound City.

Holy Cross Parish, 8311 W. 
93rd, Overland Park, will have 
soup and salad from 5 to 6:45 
p.m. on March 27. Cost is $5 
for adults; $3 for children 12 
and under. 

St. Theresa Parish, 209 
3rd St., Perry, and Knights of 
Columbus Council 11240 will 
host a fish fry from 5-7 p.m. on 
March 27 in the parish center. 
Cost is $8 for adults; $4 for 
children under 12.

Boy Scout Troop 158 will 
have a pasta supper from 5 
to 7 p.m. in the Sacred Heart 
Parish hall, Emporia, on 
March 27. Tickets are $7.

St. Pius X Parish, 5500 
Woodson, Mission, will have 
a fish dinner March 27 in Kelly 
Hall. Cost is $7 or  $4 for mac 
and cheese. Kids under 6 eat 
free.

WEDNESDAY 
SPECIAL

Lenten soup suppers will 
be held at 6 p.m. in the Sacred 
Heart Parish hall, Emporia, 
on Feb. 25, March 4, 11, 18 and 
25.   



BY JOE BOLLIG

K
ANSAS CITY, 
Kan. — Odds 
are you’ve 
been asked 
this question 
before: Do 
you have a 
personal rela-
tionship with 

Christ?
Well, do you?
Although this question has fre-

quently been the opening gambit of 
evangelical Protestant proselytizers, 
having “a personal relationship with 
Christ” is actually very Catholic.

Pope Benedict XVI told Filipino 
bishops in 2011 that their “great task in 
evangelization is therefore to propose 
a personal relationship with Christ as 
key to complete fulfillment.”

And during a general audience in 
June 2014, Pope Francis refined the 
thought further when he said, “our re-
lationship with Christ is personal but 
not private; it is born of, and enriched 
by, the communion of the church.”

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, 
too, has repeatedly stressed the im-
portance of developing a personal re-
lationship with Christ.

Some people, however, struggle 
with this imperative.

Just what is “a personal relation-
ship with Christ”? How do you get 
one? How do you know you have one?

As children, we’ve been taught if 
we went to Mass weekly, celebrate 
the sacrament of reconciliation occa-
sionally, and prayed our prayers every 
morning and night, we were well on 
our way to heaven.

Now, it seems that it takes a little 
more. 

In preparation for Lent, The Leaven 
invited Vince Eimer, spiritual and re-
treat director of Christ’s Peace House 
of Prayer near Easton to explain just 
exactly what is meant by having a 
“personal relationship with Christ.”

A real, live person
The place to start talking about this 

personal relationship is the Trinity.
“We believe God is a Trinity of per-

sons,” said Eimer. “And one reason 
Jesus became incarnate was so God 
could reach us in a way that we could 
reach back. It was a way that he could 
connect with us so we could connect 
with him.”

To speak of developing a relation-
ship with Jesus is to speak of develop-
ing a friendship as you would with any 
human being. Hopefully, that friend-
ship would deepen into a relationship 
of love.

How do we start this relationship 
with Jesus? The same way we would 
with anyone, said Eimer.

“First, there is an attraction,” he 
said. “An attraction usually comes be-
cause there is some knowledge. So we 
need to come to know [him by ask-
ing,] ‘Who are you, Jesus?’”

So, you have to get to know Jesus. 
How? By reading a bit of the Gos-

pels every day.
“If you read the Gospels every day,” 

said Eimer, “you’ll see the depth in 
these very simple stories, because the 
Holy Spirit is active in these words. 
It is no ordinary book. It is filled with 
the life of God. If you read them faith-
fully, you’ll connect with the actuality 
of Jesus.

Oh, say can you pray?
Once you get to know about Jesus, 

you need to start having a conversa-
tion with Jesus. This is prayer.

Many of us learned formal prayer 
by rote when we were children. 
These memorized prayers are an ex-
cellent place to begin.  They cover 
the basics and prepare your heart for 
God, according to Eimer. When you 
pray rote prayers, do so with mean-
ing. Don’t just read or say them. 

Usually, as people mature in their 
spiritual life, they also learn other 
ways to pray and practice many 
kinds of prayer in their lives. This 
is progression in prayer.

 Sometimes, however, people 
get stuck here — in effect, staying 
in the shallow end of the pool.

Eimer suggested practicing 
three more kinds of prayer to deep-
en your relationship with Jesus.

The first kind is the prayer of 
recollection.

“Start by realizing that Jesus 
is already with you  — all the 
time, every day,” said Eimer. 
“Start talking to him as 

you would to a friend. . . . You recol-
lect that ‘Jesus is here with me.’”

The second kind is praying with 
the Bible in a certain way: lectio div-
ina, which is Latin for “divine read-
ing.”

This ancient Benedictine method 
consists of four parts: reading, med-
itating, praying and contemplating — 
all done in that order.

“I would suggest with the Gos-
pel of Mark,” said Eimer, “you begin 
reading the Gospel until a word or 
phrase speaks to you or jumps out at 
you, and then you stop. That’s where 
the Holy Spirit has led you.”

Then, “you repeat that word or 
phrase over and over,” he contin-
ued. “Maybe all sorts of thoughts 
will come into your head, but you 
just keep repeating. Eventually, there 
will come this peace or love of God 
in your heart. That’s what this ex-
ercise is meant to do. When it does, 
just stop and rest in that love. At that 
point, you’ve been led into contem-
plative prayer.”

A third kind is another form of 
contemplative prayer that uses the 
name of Jesus, the name above all 
names.

You sit calmly and simply say the 
name of Jesus as you breath in, and 
then exhale. And repeat. You may 
start only a few minutes but, before 
long, you might have to set an alarm 
clock to make sure you aren’t late for 
work.

“Do this every day, at the same 
time, and don’t set a time limit,” said 
Eimer. “When you feel like you’re 
done, just stop. I guarantee you 
this will grow and you will notice a 
change in your interior life. This will 
happen as a result of this form of 
prayer. It just does.”

It makes sense, said Eimer. “Jesus” 
is the most powerful name in the 
universe. The power and graces as-
sociated with the name of Jesus are 
remarkable.

“I’ve done all three of these, and I 
know they are very powerful and 
effective,” said Eimer. “I used 
to be a typical layman. Into 
my 20s, going to Mass was 
pretty much my prayer 
life. I didn’t have much 
of a prayer life outside 
of that.”

“Eventually, the Lord touched me 
and I started doing these practices. 
And it totally changed me,” he con-
tinued. “Anybody can do these. I’ve 

seen many other people 
changed by these 

ways of connecting 
with the Lord.”

One more 
practice, in 
a d d i t i o n 
to a varied 

prayer life, should be fairly obvious: 
Frequent the sacraments. 

As Pope Francis pointed out, “our 
relationship with Christ is person-
al but not private; it is born of, and 
enriched by, the communion of the 
church.”

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church teaches: “The sacraments 
are efficacious signs of grace, insti-
tuted by Christ and entrusted to the 
Church, by which divine life is dis-
pensed to us” (1131). The sacraments 
are, by their very nature, intimate and 

personal. 
“You don’t have to worry about 

God having a relationship with 
you; he’s with you all the time,” 
said Eimer. “He always maintains 
contact with you. The Holy Spir-

it is always prompting you to do 
good.”

“The problem is: We need 
to keep up our connection to 
God,” he continued. “That’s 
why we pray, and use the 
sacraments — especial-

ly the sacraments. The 
graces there are, in a 
sense, guaranteed and 
are very powerful, 
much more than any 

form of prayer.”

The battle of prayer
Here’s a question many Christians 

ask: If God loves us so much and 
wants to have a personal relationship 
with us, why is prayer so hard?

Indeed. The catechism speaks of 
the “battle” of prayer: “Prayer is both 
a gift of grace and a determined re-
sponse on our part” (2725).

Successful prayer — the means of 
keeping up our connection to God — 
requires that we discipline our time 
and our feelings, said Eimer.

Yes, you really do have the time. 
Keep track and you’ll be surprised.

But what about “feelings”? Some-
times people don’t feel like praying 
— they feel like they have to be “in 
the mood.”

“There are times when you don’t 
feel like praying,” said Eimer. “Like 
anything in life when you want to be 
successful, you need discipline.”

“The point of all this is: Prayer is 
not about feelings on that level,” he 
continued. “At that point, our faith is 
about the will.”

The will in this context is about a 
person’s capacity to make choices. A 
person may not feel like praying, but 
he or she chooses to pray. This is very 
special and powerful.

“Love is about the will, how you 
choose to do the good for someone,” 
said Eimer. “Prayer is the same way. I 
may not feel like praying today, but I 
choose to be with God even though 
my emotions make me feel like doing 
something else.”

“What we have here is the prayer 
of faith, which is the most powerful 
prayer,” he added. “You pray because 
you believe God is present and you 
want to give God your time, even 

though you may be bored or restless.”
Of course, prayer can be a very 

emotional experience. There’s noth-
ing wrong with this. Emotions are 
part of who and what we are, and 
they are part of our prayer. Prayer, 
however, is not all about us. It’s about 
uniting ourselves to God and God’s 
will.

Good news: It gets better
Does this mean that prayer will al-

ways be difficult, always a battle?
No, said Eimer. Everyone has the 

capacity to receive God’s grace and 
cooperate with it. Everyone has the 
potential to be a saint.

And prayer does indeed become 
easier as our relationship with God 
— Father, Son and Holy Spirit — be-
comes deeper and more personal.

“Have hope; always have hope,” 
said Eimer. “If you have any desire 
for God at all, that’s coming from the 
Holy Spirit within you. That in itself 
is a sign God is working now in you, 
and you should have great hope in 
that and great patience. Don’t beat 
yourself up [thinking,] ‘I’m not doing 
enough.’ That dissatisfaction is a sure 
sign of the Holy Spirit bubbling with-
in you.”

“People need to have hope and 
great confidence in how much God 
loves them,” said Eimer, “and they 
need to have great faith that he’s tak-
ing care of them — in his time. 

“Five years from now, you’ll be re-
ally different, because you’re giving 
yourself to God now. But he doesn’t 
take you faster than you can bear.”

THE PERSONAL 
IS POSSIBLE

For Lent, seek a deeper relationship with Jesus

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JOE BOLLIG

Vince Eimer, spiritual and retreat director of Christ’s Peace House of Prayer near Easton, explains just exactly what is meant by having a personal relationship with Christ.

Getting to know Jesus starts with having a conversation with him — prayer.  This article suggests 
three types of prayer to begin that conversation.

Understanding the Holy 
Trinity is the first step 
toward having a person-
al relationship with God. 

“BEGIN READING 
THE GOSPEL UNTIL 
A WORD OR PHRASE 
SPEAKS TO YOU 
OR JUMPS OUT AT 
YOU, AND THEN YOU 
STOP. THAT’S WHERE 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
HAS LED YOU.”

Looking for something 
special to do this year 
for Lent? Why not 

let retreat director Vince 
Eimer be your guide? Join 
him here next week for the 
first in his seven-part se-
ries on journeying through 
the Lenten season.





February
A Valentine’s Day dance, hosted 
by Beginning Experience of Great-
er Kansas City, will be held Feb. 
14 from 7 - 11 p.m. at St. Thomas 

More Parish hall, 11800 Holmes Rd., Kan-
sas City, Missouri. The cost to attend is 
$15 at the door. For more information, call 
Bruce at (816) 807-7891.

Sacred Heart School will host its annu-
al auction fundraiser from 6:30 - 10:30 
p.m. on Feb. 14 at Sacred Heart Parish 
hall, 101 Cottonwood, Emporia. To make a 
reservation, call the school office at (620) 
343-7394 or send an email to: shauction 
committee@gmail.com. The cost to at-
tend is $25 per person. 

St. Benedict Parish will host a 
Mardi Gras celebration on Feb. 15 
from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at St. Ben-
edict School commons, 201 Divi-

sion St., Atchison. The dinner will feature 
New Orleans style cuisine with jambalaya, 
king cakes, and beignets. There will also be 
games, face painting, and silent auction 
items. The cost to attend the dinner is $7 
for adults; $3.50 for kids ages 4 - 10. For 
more information, call (913) 367-3503.

St. Bede Parish, Kelly, will host its annual 
pancake breakfast on Feb. 15 from 7 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. Pancakes, sausage and eggs will 
be served. The cost to attend is a freewill 
donation. 

St. Mary-St. Anthony Church, 615 N. 7th St., 
Kansas City, Kansas, will host sweetheart 
bingo on Feb. 15 at 2 p.m. in Bishop Forst 
Hall. The cost to attend is $5, which in-
cludes a bingo card, desserts, popcorn and 
coffee. Beer and soda will be available for 
purchase. For more information, contact 
Carol Shomin at (913) 897-4833 or the par-
ish office at (913) 371-1408.

St. Stanislaus Parish, 703 Main, Rossville, 
will host an afternoon of bingo on Feb. 15 
from 2 - 4 p.m. in Dekat Hall. Sandwiches 
and homemade desserts will be available.  
Proceeds will benefit the St. Stanislaus 
building fund.

The Christian Widow and Widowers Or-
ganization will host a soup luncheon at 1 
p.m. on Feb. 15 in the Formation Room at 
Most Pure Heart of Mary Church, 17th and 
Stone, Topeka. There is no cost to attend. 
For more information, call (785) 272-0055.
A blood drive will be held at St. Ann 
Parish, 7231 Mission Rd., Prairie Village, 
on Feb. 16 from 1:30 - 7 p.m., sponsored 
by the Community Blood Center and the 
St. Ann Knights of Columbus. Make an 
appointment by visiting the website at: 
www.savealifenow.org and use the pass-
word: stanncatholic, or walk-in at your 
convenience.

The Daughters of Isabella, St. 
Faustina Circle, will host a meet-
ing on Feb. 16 at Divine Mercy 
Parish center, 120 E. Warren, 

Gardner. Prayer and the rosary will be held 
at 6:45 p.m. and the meeting begins at 7 
p.m. Cindy Straseruch  from  Olathe Medi-
cal Center’s cardio rehab will be the guest 
speaker. For more information, contact 
Judy Hadle at (913) 884-7321 or send an 
email to Gini Liveley at: ginil@kc.rr.com.

A retreat, entitled “Living In 
God’s Love,” will be held on 
Thursdays from 10 - 11:30 a.m. 
during Lent, Feb. 19 - March 26, 

at Sophia Spirituality Center, 751 S. 8th 
St., Atchison. This six-week experience 
of directed prayer and group spiritual di-
rection is an opportunity to meet God in a 
deeper way, grow in personal identity and 
savor the word of God. The retreat will be 
conducted by Sister Marie Ballmann, OSB, 
spiritual director and a leader of both pri-
vate and group retreats and workshops. 
For more information or to register, call 
(913) 360-6151 or visit the center’s web-
site at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

The Women of St. Ignatius Community of 
Fort Leavenworth invite you to their annual 
Lenten retreat, entitled “Lord, Teach Me 
to Pray,” on Feb. 19 from 8 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
The event includes keynote speaker Dea-
con Stuart Holland, eucharistic adoration, 
confession, Mass, rosary, a light breakfast 
with full lunch, and on-site child care. The 
cost to attend is a freewill offering. To reg-
ister, or for more information, contact the 
St. Ignatius Catholic Coordinator at (913) 

684-8992 or send an email to: stignatius 
pc@yahoo.com.

A Mass with prayers for healing, spon-
sored by archdiocesan charismatic prayer 
groups, will be at 7:30 p.m. on Feb. 19 in 
the Father Burak Room at Curé of Ars 
Parish, 9401 Mission Rd., Leawood. For 
more information, call (913) 649-2026.

The German-American Edelweiss 
Society will hold a sweetheart 
dance on Feb. 21  from 6 - 10:30 
p.m. at St. Mary-St. Anthony 

Church basement, 615 N. 7th St., Kansas 
City, Kansas. Dinner will be served at 7 
p.m. Raffle tickets will be sold for prizes. 
The cost to attend is: $18 for adults; $10 
for young adults ages 12-20; $5 for chil-
dren ages 6-11; and free for children ages 
5 and under. The admission price includes 
food, drinks and dancing to the music of 
the Willie Kirst Band. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door. For more information, 
call Patty Orth at (913) 371-2468.

A memorial liturgy for deceased loved 
ones will be at 8 a.m. on Feb. 21 at Curé 
of Ars Parish, 9401 Mission Rd., Leawood.  
Following the Mass, the bereavement 
ministry will hold its monthly support 
meeting in the Father Burak Room. Grief 
counselor Therese McKechne will speak 
on “Resilient Grief.” For more information, 
call (913) 649-2026.

Christ the King Parish will host its 
12th annual auction and tailgate 
party on Feb. 27 at George Meyn 
Community Center, 126th and 

State Ave., Kansas City, Kansas.  The eve-
ning will include dinner, drinks and many 
great items for auction. The cost to attend 
is $30 per person before Feb. 13; $35 at 
the door. For more information, call Kimm 
White at (913) 406-4505.

The Cathedral of St. Peter Al-
tar Society will host a women’s 
Lenten day of reflection on Feb. 
28. Sister Bridget Dickason, OSB, 

will present. The day will begin at 8:15 
a.m. with Mass in the church and will con-
clude at noon.  The cost to attend is $10, 
which includes a continental breakfast. 
For registration information, contact Lin-

da Ingram at (913) 432-9481 or send an 
email to: liningram69@gmail.com.

March
A mini Lenten retreat will be held 
at Sanctuary of Hope Prayer and 
Retreat Center, 2601 Ridge Ave., 
Kansas City, Kansas, on March 7. 

Father Dennis Wait will lead. The day will 
begin with registration, coffee and tea at 8 
a.m. The retreat will include talks, personal 
meditation/prayer time, reconciliation and 
Mass. Lunch will be served at noon. The 
cost to attend is $30. For more informa-
tion, send an email to: julie@sanctuaryof 
hope.org or call (913) 321-4673.

“Runnin’ Revs Fun Night” will 
be held at Bishop Miege High 
School, 5041 Reinhardt Rd., Roe-
land Park, on March 9. Priests and 

seminarians will challenge 8th-grade and 
high school youth from Catholic schools 
in a fun and competitive game of bas-
ketball. Tipoff is at 7 p.m. Donations and 
a quick auction will benefit seminarians. 
For more information, visit the website at: 
www.kckvocations.com.

Singles of Nativity will host a St. 
Patrick’s dance from 7 - 11 p.m. 
on March 14 at the Church of Na-
tivity Parish hall, 3800 W. 119th 

St., Leawood. The cost to attend is $20 
at the door for 2015 SON members and 
$25 for guests. Music will be provided by 
the Loose Change Band. Dress in green 
and bring your friends. All proceeds go 
to charity. For more information, send an 
email to Ken at: skiop@yahoo.com.
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Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

EMPLOYMENT
President - Hayden High School, Topeka, has an open-
ing for president, beginning in the 2016-17 school year. 
Hayden currently has an enrollment of 447 and employs 
36 teachers in grades 9 - 12. The school is sponsored by 
seven parishes in Topeka and is governed by a board of 
trustees. The president reports to the board of trustees. 
Applicants for president must be practicing Catholics and 
understand the mission of Catholic education. The presi-
dent is the chief administrator of the school and is respon-
sible for all school operations and, in particular, student 
recruitment, donor engagement, facilities maintenance, 
strategic planning and overall school advancement. Ap-
plicants should possess proven success in leadership, 
preferably in a Catholic high school or nonprofit setting. 
Please send resume and credentials to: Superintendent Dr. 
Kathleen A. O’Hara, Catholic School Office, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109. 

Preschool director - St. Michael the Archangel Parish, 
Leawood, is accepting applications for a preschool direc-
tor. Applicants must have prior teaching and director level 
experience, a bachelor’s degree in early childhood edu-
cation or a bachelor’s degree with an emphasis in early 
childhood education. Must be self-directed, have strong 
organizational and interpersonal skills, and be able to 
meet the state requirements for director of a 100+ child 
preschool. Must be a practicing Catholic. A complete 
job description, application and benefits information are 
available online at: www.stmichaelcp.org. Qualified appli-
cants should submit a cover letter and resume by email 
to: lisa.ragan@stmichaelcp.org or mail to: St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish, Attn: Human Resources, 14251 Nall Ave., 
Leawood, KS 66223.  

Sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of 
Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte County area cemeter-
ies. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. Training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. Excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
Advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. Must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. Once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please 
email your resume and contact information to: rcarr@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

Principal - St. John LaLande community seeks a principal 
and spiritual leader committed to providing an environ-
ment where children can experience learning and living 
fully in the Catholic faith with excellent leadership, com-
munication and motivational skills. St. John LaLande is a 
parish school serving preK-8th grades with an enrollment 
of approximately 275 students and a staff of more than 
25. Our vibrant parish is located in Blue Springs, Missouri. 
Candidates must be a practicing Catholic, have a master’s 
degree in educational administration, teaching experience 
in Catholic schools and preferably at least three years of 
administrative experience.  Applications may be made on-
line at: http://app.hireology.com/s/34203. 

Field marketing representatives - Alenco Home Improve-
ment is seeking part-time field marketing representatives 
to create interest in various products to potential custom-
ers. Qualifications include an energetic personality, com-
munication skills, legible handwriting, reliable transporta-
tion and accountability. Family-owned and operated for 30 
years, Alenco was voted one of Kansas City’s best places 
to work in 2014. If interested, send an email to Abe Eller at: 
aeller@alenconline.com or call (913) 438-1902.

Care manager - Daughters & Company, Overland Park, 
is looking for a part-time care manager for 15 hours per 
week to assist in managing all aspects of client services 
for multiple clients. Duties will include 3 - 5 mornings a 
week in the office assisting with phone coverage, handling 
scheduling issues, talking to prospects on the phone, cli-
ent intakes and marketing calls. This individual will pref-
erably have a social work or CNA background with good 
communication and computer skills. If you would like to 
be part of our top-notch client services team, call Laurie or 
Gary at (913) 341-2500 to discuss this position.

Bus drivers - Cristo Rey Kansas City, 211 W. Linwood Blvd., 
Kansas City, Missouri, is looking for full-time and part-time 
school bus drivers with a valid driver’s license for the cor-
porate work study program. Visit the website at: www.
cristoreykc.org/about/careers for more details and to ap-
ply. If interested, send an email to Rick Alaniz at: ralaniz@
cristoreykc.org or call Ted Koppen at (816) 595-2811.

Positions - Due to recent growth and development, Villa 
St. Francis, Olathe, needs to fill several positions. We are 
looking for hardworking, enthusiastic individuals to join 
our flourishing team. We have openings for LPNs, CNAs, 
dietary aids, a maintenance technician and a driver. If you 
are interested, please apply in person or send an email 
with your resume to: deborahb@villasf.org.

Coaches - Bishop Miege High School has immediate 
openings for coaching positions in boys golf, assistant 
track and assistant boys tennis. Send an email with let-
ter of interest and resume to Mike Hubka at: mhubka@
bishopmiege.com.

Experienced caregiver - 1-2 days for elderly lady in 
Olathe. Nonsmoker. References. Call (800) 819-1960.

Preschool teachers - The Goddard School, 21820 W. 115th 
Terr., Olathe, is looking to add to our awesome staff. We 
are looking for a qualified infant lead teacher, young tod-
dler lead teacher and a full- and part-time assistant teach-
er. In our warm, loving atmosphere, caring teachers sup-
port the healthy development of children from six weeks 
to six years. Candidates should be extremely organized, 
professional in attitude and appearance, prepared to plan 
and facilitate lesson plans according to Goddard require-
ments and able to communicate effectively with children, 
families, co-workers and administrators. Full-time benefits 
include competitive pay, opportunities for professional 
development and career growth, and a great working en-
vironment. Qualified candidates must meet or exceed Kan-
sas regulations, have strong communication skills and de-
sire to learn and implement the Goddard School programs. 
Lead teachers should have an early childhood education 
degree, CDA or a degree in a related field with an emphasis 
in early childhood education. Owners are Ascension parish-
ioners. Send an email with resume and contact information 
to: olathe2ks@goddardschools.com.

Administrative assistant - Life insurance and securities 
firm is looking for an administrative assistant. Experi-
ence necessary. Applicants need to be computer literate 
with knowledge of Microsoft Excel, Office, QuickBooks, 
etc. 30-40 hours per week, competitive salary and bo-
nus. Call (913) 593-6016.

Safe drivers - Assisted Transportation seeks caring and 
reliable drivers to transport K-12 students in Overland 
Park, Olathe and/or Kansas City, Kansas in our minivans.  
CDL not required. Retirees are encouraged to apply.  Learn 
more or apply online at: www.assistedtransportation.com 
or call (913) 262-3100 for more information. EOE.

Caregivers - Daughters & Company is looking for com-
passionate caregivers, who are dedicated to enriching and 
helping maintain a meaningful quality of life for the aging 
and disabled. Our company provides a variety of non-med-
ical services that allow seniors to maintain their desired 
lifestyles. Duties include, but are not limited to, compan-
ionship and conversation, light housekeeping, meal prepa-
ration, medication reminders, incidental transportation to 
appointments, running errands, and Alzheimer’s care. Our 
caregivers typically work 15 - 20 hours per week. If you 
have an interest in joining our team, call Laurie or Gary at 
(913) 341-2500.

SERVICES
Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. Free 
consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. Cristofer 
Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Cleaning lady - Reasonable rates; references provided. 
Call (913) 940-2959.

CLUTTER GETTING YOU DOWN? Organize, fix, assemble, 
install! “Kevin Of All Trades” your professional organizer 
and “HONEY-DO-LIST” specialist. Call today for a free con-
sultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. References. Visit our 
website at: www.KOATINDUSTRIES.com.

Housecleaning - Old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- ping, 
etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. References 
from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. Call Sharon 
at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 (mobile). 
Serving the 913 area code area.

Quilted Memories - Your Kansas City Longarm Shop 
- Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and ma-
chine quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts 
- Custom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt 
collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, 
etc., neckties etc. For information or to schedule a free 
consultation, call (913) 649-2704. Visit the website at: 
www.quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

Housecleaning - Professional, thorough housecleaning. 
Competitive pricing. Flexible scheduling. 25 plus years of 
experience. Johnson County, Shawnee, Overland Park, and 
Wyandotte County areas. Call Shelly at (913) 206-2680. 
Please leave a message.

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! 
Come check out our new office in Lenexa. 

Complete plumbing and bath
Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. Onyx Collection Distributor.
Serving Johnson County for 20 years.

Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Tim the Handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dis-
posals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall 
ceiling repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, 
and gutter cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

DRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - Doors - Decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
Everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 
768-6655. 

EL SOL Y LA  TIERRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

Swalms Organizing and Downsizing Service - Reduc-
ing Clutter - Enjoy an Organized Home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. Over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 
and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; refer-

ences. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 
dandeeconst@aol.com.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

CAREGIVING
Caregiver - Caregiver with over 20 years’ experience 
wants to care for your loved ones. Energetic, strong and 
fun, can provide care and transportation for male or fe-
male. Excellent references. Call Vivian at (913) 292-4829.

Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
Our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in 
Lenexa and Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - Senior 
Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, companion-
ship, care management, and transportation to the elderly 
and disabled in home, assisted living and nursing facilities. 
We also provide respite care for main caregivers needing 
some personal time. Call Daughters & Company at (913) 
341-2500 and speak with Laurie, Debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides TLC 
in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 hours, 
affordable, excellent references provided. Nonsmoker. Call 
(816) 806-8104.

REAL ESTATE
Wanted to buy: I NEED HOUSES! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t want. 
We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. All 
sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call Mark 
Edmondson at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish mem-
ber.  

ROOMMATE
Roommate wanted - 69-year-old woman seeking Catho-
lic roommate. 3 BR ranch in Overland Park, fully furnished. 
2-car garage. You will have your own refrigerator, 32-inch 
television, laundry upstairs, 2 fireplaces, 3rd BR down-
stairs, new stove, stove vent and dishwasher. Close to 
community center with indoor pool and park. Two blocks 
away from Holy Cross Parish. Call (913) 261-9904.

FOR SALE
Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. Ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
Member of the Church of the Ascension, Overland Park. 
Call (913) 400-3236.

For sale - At Mount Calvary Cemetery. Tandem crypt in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $7,935; offering this 
space for $6,000. Call Marcie at (913) 712-8124.

Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

WANTED TO BUY
Will buy firearms and related accessories - One or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

ANTIQUES WANTED - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. Call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

MISCELLANEOUS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. Visitors welcome.  
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
Euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
Ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or call 
(816) 729-6776. 
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It is with a little 
trepidation that 
I write about the

movie “Fifty Shades of 
Grey,” to be released in the-
aters today. 

I am old enough to know 
that instead of persuading 
you to avoid this movie, I 
may create curiosity that 
nudges you to seek it out. 
My sincere prayer is that 
this column will discour-
age you from viewing this 
movie.

The movie is based on 
romance novels written by 
British author E. L. James. 
Storylines focus on the rela-
tionship between Christian 
Grey, a wealthy and success-
ful Seattle-based entrepre-
neur, and Anastasia Steel, a 

recent college graduate. 
Calling these “romance” 

novels is a stretch for most 
people because the themes 
presented focus on bondage, 
dominance and sadomas-
ochism, which the novels 
present as pleasurable or 
desirable.

These works represent 
another step in entertain-
ment that degrades and 
obscures the true meaning 
and beauty of human sexu-
ality as created by God. One 
of the virtues we are called 
to with regard to human 
sexuality is chastity. 

The preparatory cat-
echesis for the World Meet-
ing of Families, “Love Is Our 
Mission,” states: “Chastity is 
expressed in different ways, 
according to whether or not 
we are married. 

“But for everyone, 
chastity involves refusing 
to use our own or other 
people’s bodies as objects 
for consumption. Chastity 
is the habit, whether mar-
ried or not, of living our 
sexuality with dignity and 
grace in the light of God’s 

commandments. 
“Lust is the opposite of 

chastity. Lust involves look-
ing at others in utilitarian 
ways, as if the other’s body 
existed merely to satisfy an 
appetite. . . . Chastity is a 
great ‘yes’ to the truth of hu-
manity created in the image 
of God and called to live in 
the covenant.”

The novels and the movie 
are about using another 
person as an object for 
pleasure. They speak against 
the dignity of each person 
created in the image and 
likeness of God.

In today’s world, great 
attention in recent months 
has been drawn to the ugli-
ness of violence, especially 
violence against women. 
This alone is a reason not 
to patronize these types of 

works. None of us would 
want our daughters or our 
wives to be treated in such a 
degrading fashion.  

As parents, wouldn’t we 
be repulsed at the thought 
of our sons being exposed to 
this type of mentality of the 
use and abuse of women?

If you are looking for a 
movie for a date with your 
wife or sweetheart for Val-
entine’s Day, consider the 
award-winning “Old Fash-
ioned” (oldfashionedmovie.
com). 

Lisa M. Hendey, founder 
of CatholicMom.com and 
author of “The Grace of 
Yes,” wrote: “Old Fashioned 
is an amazing film for any-
one who is looking to truly 
love in a way that never 
goes out of style.”

Truth to overcome  the ‘Shades of Grey’

Write your legislator in support of ban on dismemberment abortion
Editor’s note: This column 

contains graphic material 
that some may find very 
disturbing.

After 42 years 
of seemingly 
endless leg-

islation, litigation
and protest, the debate 
over abortion has become 
detached from the reality 
of abortion, like a word said 
over and over until it loses 
its meaning.  

The word “abortion” does 
not bring to mind a proce-
dure so much as thoughts of 
political activism and party 
politics.

Legislation currently 
pending before the Kan-
sas Legislature could help 
refocus the national mind 
on exactly what it is we have 
been arguing about lo these 

many years. The Unborn 
Child Protection from 
Dismemberment Abortion 
Act would ban a particularly 
barbaric method of abortion 
currently used in Kansas.

Dismemberment abor-
tions are most commonly 
used to kill unborn chil-
dren 3-5 months along in a 
pregnancy.  At this point, 
the unborn child has arms 
and legs, fingers and toes, 

her own heartbeat, her own 
brainwaves, her own blood, 
and all of her organs formed 
and functioning.

Dr. Tony Levatino, who 
used to perform dismember-
ment abortions, described the 
procedure this way below in 
testimony before Congress. 
(Bear in mind that the baby is 
alive at this point.)

You “look for your So-
pher clamp. This instrument 
is about thirteen inches 
long and made of stainless 
steel. At the business end 
are located jaws about 2½ 
inches long and about ¾ of 
an inch wide with rows of 
sharp ridges or teeth. This 
instrument is for grasping 
and crushing tissue. When 
it gets hold of something, it 
does not let go.

“Picture yourself reach-
ing in [the uterus] with the 
Sopher clamp and grasping 
anything you can. . . . Once 
you have grasped some-

thing inside, squeeze on the 
clamp to set the jaws and 
pull hard — really hard. You 
feel something let go and 
out pops a fully formed leg 
about six inches long. Reach 
in again and grasp whatever 
you can. Set the jaw and pull 
really hard once again and 
out pops an arm about the 
same length. Reach in again 
and again with that clamp 
and tear out the spine, intes-
tines, heart and lungs.

“The head of a baby that 
age is about the size of a 
large plum and is now free 
floating inside the uterine 
cavity. . . . You will know 
you have it right when you 
crush down on the clamp 
and see white gelatinous 
material coming through the 
cervix. That was the baby’s 
brains. You can then extract 
the skull pieces. Many times 
a little face will come out 
and stare back at you.

“If you refuse to believe 

that this procedure inflicts 
severe pain on that unborn 
child, please think again.”

The next time someone 
criticizes one-issue voters, 
remember Levatino’s testi-
mony.  And remember that 
unless the law is changed, 
600 unborn children will die 
this way in Kansas this year.

FAMILY MATTERS

DEACON 
TONY ZIMMERMAN
Deacon Tony Zimmerman is the lead 
archdiocesan consultant for the 
office of marriage and family life.

CHURCH AND STATE

MICHAEL
SCHUTTLOFFEL
Michael Schuttloffel is the 
executive director of the 
Kansas Catholic Conference.

PROJECT RACHEL
While the church has 

been on the front lines 
defending life, it has also 
walked out onto the bat-
tlefield looking to minis-
ter to the wounded.  Proj-
ect Rachel offers a safe, 
confidential place to be-
gin a healing journey after 
an abortion experience.  
Visit the website at: www.
ProjectRachelKC.com or 
send an email to: project 
rachelkc@archkck.org. 

FOUNDATION REPAIR
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MUD JACKING                
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(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128
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Ebola spreads by 
contact with bodily 
fluids: blood, saliva, 
vomit, feces. The 

measles virus spreads far 
more easily. It can go air-
borne. 

Because we know that 
many diseases are caused 
by microorganisms such as 
viruses and bacteria, we can 
employ means of hygiene 
to protect ourselves from 
them. Simple measures, 
such as handwashing, pro-
vide the first line of defense. 
Cleanliness is of utmost 
importance in promoting 
our health.

When the Bible declares 
that a person with leprosy 
is unclean and should live 
apart from the rest of soci-
ety, we perhaps assume that 
it wishes to protect others 
from contracting the dis-
ease. Sunday’s first reading 
— Lv 13:1-2, 44-46 — offers 
the classic example of this 
instruction.

However, this would read 

modern understandings of 
disease back into the text. 
The writers of the Book 
of Leviticus did not know 
whether or not a person 
with leprosy was conta-
gious. 

The word translated 
as leprosy does not refer 
to Hansen’s disease, the 
terrible malady which can 
cause parts of the body to 
deteriorate. Archaeologists 
believe that Hansen’s dis-
ease had not yet reached the 
Middle East when Leviticus 
was written because human 

remains dating back to that 
time period do not contain 
any traces of that disease. 
Instead, the word “leprosy” 
in Leviticus is an umbrella 
term for a variety of skin 
diseases.

If the word “unclean” 
does not refer to physical 
contamination, what does 
it mean? When placed in 
the context of the rest of 
the Book of Leviticus, its 
meaning emerges: ritually 
impure. 

Leviticus proposes other 
examples of those who have 
become unclean, that is to 
say, ritually impure: one 
who has touched a corpse, 
a woman who is menstru-
ating, a man and a woman 
who have engaged in sex 
that day. Even objects can 
contract ritual impurity. 
A wall or a piece of cloth 
with mildew is said to have 
leprosy and, by that fact, is 
unclean. 

Uncleanliness, ritual 
impurity, is a religious cat-

egory. The Book of Leviti-
cus structures a way of life 
which divides everything 
into two categories. It is 
either clean or unclean. This 
process of division reflects 
God’s act of creation in the 
first chapter of Genesis. 

God takes the primordial 
chaos and divides it into the 
elements of the universe. 
God separates light from 
dark, water from the dry 
land, in order to create the 
world. Similarly, the Book of 
Leviticus sorts everything 
out into either clean or 
unclean.

As Christians, we do 
not follow the dietary law 
outlined in the Torah or ob-
serve the separations called 
for in Sunday’s first reading. 
At the same time, we seek 
to distinguish between right 
and wrong, between good 
choices and bad choices. In 
that way, we also can imitate 
God in creating order out of 
chaos.

There weren’t cell-
phones back then 
but, if there were, 
I’d have had 911 

programmed into speed dial.
The “back then” I’m 

referring to was when The 
Leaven was located in the 
old chancery building at 
2220 Central in Kansas City, 
Kansas. In those days, we 
had a wonderful writer who 
was always willing to help 
out in any way possible. 
One deadline day, we were 
literally cutting and pasting 
the news copy onto special 
poster boards, which were 
then taken to the printer for 
processing. All of a sudden, 
this writer asked me, “Uh, 
do you think I need to go to 
the doctor?”

I looked up to see him 
holding his hand in the air, 
with a red Band-Aid around 
one of his fingers. Upon 
closer inspection, I discov-
ered it wasn’t a Band-Aid 
at all, but what was once 
a white paper towel, now 
changing into a bright red 
color. The writer had cut his 
finger with an Xacto blade 
instead of the news copy! 
(He lived.) This should have 
been my first clue that the 
guy was an accident waiting 

to happen.
On another occasion, said 

writer was heading out to 
a weekend assignment. As 
he said goodbye to Anita 
and me, he casually flipped 
a camera over his shoulder. 
Immediately, the strap broke 
and the camera slammed 
into the linoleum floor, 
shattering into hundreds of 
pieces. “Oops!” was some-
thing we heard not only that 
day, but many more times 
after.

I thought about that 
writer after reading a great 
image from Philip Yancey a 
few months ago. He tells the 
story of a rabbi teaching his 
students about prayer.

“Experiences of God can-
not be planned or achieved,” 

said the rabbi. “They are 
spontaneous moments of 
grace, almost accidental.”

One of his students 
asked, “If experiencing God 
is just accidental, why do we 
work so hard doing all these 
spiritual practices?”

“To be as accident-prone 
as possible,” said the rabbi 
with a smile. (Adapted from 
“1001 Illustrations That Con-
nect,” by Craig Brian Larson 
and Phyllis Ten Elshof, gen-
eral editors.)

Lent arrives this Wednes-
day. Please spend some time 
reading this week’s center 
spread on pages 8-9, which 
features an interview with 
Vince Eimer, the director 
of Christ’s Peace House 
of Prayer near Easton. He 
tackles something that we 
hear about often — “having 
a personal relationship with 
Jesus” — and explains how 
to pursue that. 

Lent is an ideal time 
to stretch ourselves with 
regard to our prayer. Vince 
suggests several ways to 
do that, among them the 
practice of lectio divina 
(praying with Scripture) and 
what’s often called centering 
prayer (calming your mind 
and body to better listen 

to the Lord’s gentle voice). 
Throughout the Lenten sea-
son, he’ll offer simple, prac-
tical ways to delve deeper 
into prayer.

A word of caution, 
though: When exploring 
a new style of prayer, be 
patient — with yourself and 
with the prayer. The Catho-
lic spiritual writer Mary De-
Turris Poust has a wonder-
ful suggestion for “newbies”:  
Ask God for the grace to be 
a beginner! She rightly notes 
that many of us, when trying 
something new, expect to 
be experts from Day 1. She 
writes in “Everyday Divine”: 
“I need the willingness to 
be a beginner in prayer, to 
sit there and be open to 
whatever might unfold, to 
come back day after day 
even when it feels like I’m 
not progressing and just 
practice my ‘craft,’ the craft 
of praying.”

That’s an excellent idea 
as we hit Ash Wednesday. 
Let’s pray for the grace to 
be spiritually adventurous 
beginners. And, with Vince’s 
advice and God’s grace over 
these next 40 days, may 
we be as accident-prone as 
possible! 
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FATHER 
MARK GOLDASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MARK MY WORDS

Leviticus helped Hebrews order their chaotic world

FATHER MIKE STUBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
University.

IN THE BEGINNING

SCRIPTURE READINGS

SIXTH WEEK OF ORDINARY TIME

Feb. 15
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Lv 13: 1-2, 44-46
Ps 32: 1-2, 5, 11
1 Cor 10:31 – 11:1
Mk 1: 40-45

Feb. 16
Monday
Gn 4: 1-15, 25
Ps 50: 1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21
Mk 8: 11-13

Feb. 17
The Seven Holy Founders 
of the Servite Order
Gn 6: 5-8; 7: 1-5, 10
Ps 29: 1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b, 9c-10
Mk 8: 14-21

Feb. 18
ASH WEDNESDAY
Jl 2: 12-18
Ps 51: 3-6b, 12-14, 17
2 Cor 5:20 – 6:2
Mt 6: 1-6, 16-18

Feb. 19
Thursday after Ash Wednesday
Dt 30: 15-20
Ps 1: 1-4, 6
Lk 9: 22-25

Feb. 20
Friday after Ash Wednesday
Is 58: 1-9a
Ps 51: 3-6b, 18-19
Mt 9: 14-15

Feb. 21
Peter Damian, bishop, doctor of the church
Is 58: 9b-14
Ps 86: 1-6
Lk 5: 27-32

POPE FRANCIS
Turn off the television, tune out the neigh-

bors and spend 10 or 15 minutes reading a Gos-
pel passage and speaking to Jesus, Pope Francis 
said. “Today find 10 minutes — 15 at the most 
— and read the Gospel, imagine the scene and 
say something to Jesus. Nothing more. Your 
knowledge of Jesus will increase and your hope 
will grow,” the pope said Feb. 3 at the Mass in 

the Domus Sanctae Marthae where he lives. 
Pope Francis took the day’s Gospel story, Mk 
5:21-43, and showed the small congregation 
how to read it in a contemplative way: “I see 
Jesus was in the midst of the crowd; there was 
a big crowd around him,” the pope said, accord-
ing to Vatican Radio. “Didn’t Jesus ever rest? I 
can think: ‘Always with a crowd.’ Most of Jesus’ 
life was spent on the road, with the crowd. Was 
there no rest? Yes, once, the Gospel says he 

slept in the boat, but a storm came and the dis-
ciples woke him up. Jesus was always with the 
people. And looking at Jesus that way, contem-
plating Jesus there, I imagine him. And I tell Je-
sus whatever comes into my mind to tell him.” 
In the day’s Gospel story, he said, Jesus does 
not only see the crowd, “he feels the heartbeat 
of each person, of each one of us. He takes care 
of everyone always.”

— CNS

I hope you accidentally pray this Lent
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— Hunkered down 
deep inside an of-
fice that more re-
sembles a nature/
history/church mu-
seum, Joe Bollig
 slowly and me-

thodically churns out magic.
Storytelling magic.
As The Leaven’s senior reporter, Bol-

lig expertly crafts stories that can’t help 
but pull readers more deeply into their 
faith.

Although he’s a walking encyclopedia 
of church history and doctrine, he doesn’t 
inundate readers with jargon, but instead 
weaves together articles that make even 
the most complex subjects accessible to 
anyone.

“You meet people at all kinds of plac-
es along the spectrum in their faith life 
— some people really struggling with 
their faith, and some who are very solid 
in their faith, and some people I would 
consider saints, and some people I con-
sider a fellow struggler — like myself — 
who are just trying to make it work,” said 
Bollig.

It reminds him how the faith can be 
both simple and complex at once.

Faith is as deeply ingrained in him as 
his Volga-German roots.

His ancestors hailed from the Volga- 
German colonies of Russia and even-
tually settled in windy Hays in western 
Kansas, where Marion and Shirley Bollig 
raised Joe and his four siblings as mem-
bers of St. Joseph Parish.

The pious practices and sacramental 
traditions of his heritage certainly course 
through Bollig’s veins — along with a 
deep appreciation for the Capuchin Fran-
ciscans who influenced him (certainly 
paving a path straight to heaven for those 
tasked with teaching him, he said).

So reporting on the church seemed to 
be a natural choice, although becoming a 
writer was a struggle, insists Bollig.

After he graduated from Thomas 
More Prep in Hays, Bollig considered 
nursing and spent time as a hospital or-
derly.

“But I was also attracted to broadcast-
ing — particularly radio,” he said.

He followed that passion into the 
radio-TV-film program at Fort Hays 
State University.

“Any piece of equipment I would have 
worked on back then is [now] in a landfill 
or has been recycled,” he said.

Bollig worked for three radio stations 
as a disc jockey during college but, by 
his senior year, the broadcasting bug 
stopped biting.

A newswriting class and its deadlines 

had piqued his interest, however.
Although he never officially worked 

on the college newspaper, he contributed 
stories.

In fact, he believes he’s the reason Fort 
Hays State clamped down on phone use 
after he racked up heavy charges call-
ing the Argentine and British consulates 
while covering the Falkland Islands War 
in the 1980s.

His first newspaper job was selling ad-
vertising for the Russell Daily News.

But he wanted more and landed at the 
University of Kansas in Lawrence for his 
master’s and a hard-earned education in 
writing.

Advanced degree accomplished, he 
reported on police, fire and general as-
signments at the St. Joseph News-Press 
in St. Joseph, Missouri.

He married his wife Linda in 1989 
(they raised three children) and returned 
to Lawrence.

He worked for College Boulevard 
News, owned by Sun Publications, cov-
ering business and lifestyles.

When a position came open at The 
Leaven, Bollig faced an interview with 
Father Mark Goldasich, who is still ed-
itor, and Anita McSorley, still managing 
editor.

“I’m not sure Father Mark and Anita 
really wanted me at first, but I managed 

to convince them to hire me,” said Bol-
lig. “And you know, I think it worked out 
pretty good.”

McSorley concurs.
“Joe is kind of like a journalistic Rum-

pelstiltskin — he can spin straw into 
gold,” she said. “And that is never truer 
than when he’s crafting the lead — or 
opening lines — to one of his stories.”

“Granted,” added McSorley, “he goes 
about it in typical Joe fashion — by wan-
dering around, interrupting other peo-
ple’s work and regaling everyone in the 
break room with the same loopy wit that 
infuses his writing.”

It’s true, he always has a story, whether 
it’s about the latest cat (or other creature 
or sometimes plant) he has rescued, a 
treasure from a nature walk, his family, 
or the delicacy he cooked or sniffed out 
in the break room (he’s never met a pie 
he didn’t like).

“But I can’t argue with success,” said 
McSorley. “I’ve worked with Joe for 20-
some years, and every single one of them 
he’s made good on the promise he made 
the day Father Mark and I first inter-
viewed him for the job: ‘You’ll be hiring 
a Cadillac at a Chevy price.’”

And that trusty (rusty?) Cadillac has 
been running for The Leaven since Oc-
tober 1993.

After 21 years in the same position, a 

reporter is bound to have to repeatedly 
cover the same issue or event, from anni-
versaries to ordinations.

Bollig keeps it fresh by discovering the 
story of each individual.

“It’s like opening a Christmas present 
or a birthday present,” explained Bollig. 
“Not every birthday is the same, and not 
every birthday present is the same. 

“So even though you cover some of 
these things that you’d think would be 
similar, when you take off the paper and 
open up the box, there’s a new surprise 
in it.”

Bollig possesses a particular talent for 
capturing a priest’s life in an obituary sto-
ry.

“It’s amazing when I write an obituary 
for a priest I thought I knew. I learn so 
much more about them,” said Bollig. “At 
the end of a lot of these obituaries I say, 
‘Darn, I wish I’d known this guy better.’”

Bollig’s reporting has earned a long 
list of Catholic Press Association awards 
and other honors.

He enjoys those, but has his eye on an-
other prize.

“The real thing we’re trying to win 
here is not a CPA award, but the read-
ership of the people who subscribe,” he 
said. “Our greatest award is the people 
reading our paper and finding it interest-
ing and relevant to their lives.”

HE’S 
THE LEAVEN 

‘TYPE’
Bollig finds his own niche in 

Catholic ‘niche’ reporting
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Leaven senior reporter Joe Bollig keeps his office stuffed with news, notes and trinkets from days gone by. For more that 20 years, he’s written for The 
Leaven.

Joe Bollig uses one 
of his many hidden 
talents,  cartooning, 
to mock himself in a 
self-portrait.


